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Southport Mayor Hatem: Visitors Center, City Hall to reopen June 1

Some summer events reinstated, festival up in air
By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

Southport Mayor Joseph P. Hatem, MD announced on
Monday that the city has developed a safe plan to host the
Southport Summer Market, the Summer Concert Series, the
Plein Air festival and other city co-sponsored events with
the assistance of the Southport Department of Tourism and
Communication and local civic organizations. Events are on
schedule to resume in June with a smaller capacity.
Under the governor’s executive order, festivals, parades and
mass gatherings are not allowed, so Hatem says that larger

events are planned to take place after Labor Day.
The N.C. 4th of July Festival Committee is planning to meet
this week to review the mayor’s guidelines. Southport is the
home of the North Carolina Fourth of July Festival, which
took place virtually last year.
“The committee has a contingency plan in place, so we’ll
need to figure out which parts of that plan can be initiated this
year to adhere to the necessary public health initiatives,” said
Karen Sphar, Executive Vice President of the Southport-Oak
Island Chamber of Commerce, which serves as administrator
for the annual 4th of July Festival.
Barring negative developments with the COVID-19 pan-

Gift from an anonymous donor

demic, Southport will be on track to host fall and holiday
events including the Wooden Boat Show and Winterfest with
civic organizers working closely with the city to ensure that all
safety guidelines are met.

Some events for summer

Mayor Hatem said that several city facilities will open as
of June 1 including the City of Southport Visitors Center, the
Indian Trail Tree Meeting Hall and City Hall. Some outdoor
programs will also be safely reinstated on a limited scale as
See Southport, page 9A

Oak Island

Service districts
spark concerns
Council listens to residents, makes
no decision on sand assessments
By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Photos by Lee Hinnant

Firefighters and town officials inspect the new aerial ladder truck, which can reach spots such as the U.S.
Coast Guard Station and N.C. Baptist Assembly at Fort Caswell.

Caswell Beach

New fire truck
goes into service

Bald Head Island

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Last Thursday Caswell Beach town officials
and Southport firefighters dedicated their
new 75-foot ladder truck, which can reach
the heights of the tallest condominiums,
federal government structures, and the faithbased retreat on the east end of Oak Island.
Southport Fire Department covers Caswell
Beach and the east end of Oak Island. It
took over when the former Yaupon Fire
Department disbanded and now, Caswell
has a public services building that houses
firefighting equipment, public works and
a Brunswick County Emergency Medical
Services ambulance.
The department formally moved the new
aerial ladder to the Caswell station last
Thursday.
“It’s really a great addition to the department and to the community,” said Southport
Fire Chief Charles Drew. The 55-foot ladder
truck currently stationed at Caswell Beach
will go to the department’s Long Beach Road
substation, near Surf Cinemas.
Drew noted that firefighters had to cut
away parts of the wall coverings in the
Caswell Beach building to accommodate the
new, larger ladder truck. With all its additions, the engine is worth about $450,000,
he said. It has only 6,000 miles of service
See Truck, page 9A

Oak Island Town Council
listened to the concerns of
residents and property owners Tuesday evening as the
town struggles to put together a $40-million plan to add
sand to the beach. Council
made no decisions but is
floating a concept to assess
property owners in four districts.
Council intends to take up
the issue again at meetings
on April 13 and 20, when the
boundaries and assessments
could be decided.
Under one option, oceanfront property would be the
first district. Areas on the second row north to Davis Canal
would be the second district.
The third district would include property from roughly
East Oak Island Drive to the

Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway, and the fourth district
would be those parts of town
on the mainland.
How much each district
would pay is an open question.
The numbers floated included: one estimate of
$6,800 a year for an average property in district one;
$1,660 for district two; $532
for district three; and $199 for
district four. These are average values based on land only,
and subject to change.
The assessments would be
for four years.
Council ran other possibilities through a spreadsheet
and came up with different
fees if there were to be a townwide property tax (on top of
the existing four-cents). The
town’s website has a spreadsheet calculator (oakislandnc.
See Oak Island, page 10A

Caswell Beach Mayor Deborah Ahlers checks out the fire truck
which was supplied by an anonymous donor.

Southport Fire Chief Charles Drew and the crew at the Caswell
Beach satellite station dedicate the new tower truck that serves
Caswell and Oak Island.
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County: ferry should
go to the Authority
By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer
At their April 5 regular meeting, Brunswick County commissioners unanimously approved a resolution supporting
acquisition of the Bald Head Island ferry transportation system by the Bald Head Island (BHI) Transportation Authority.
The Authority had sought support from commissioners
for its purchase of the system from private owner Bald Head
Island Limited LLC, a move contemplated by the state legislature when it enacted the Ferry Transportation Authority
Act in 2017.
Over the past four years, the BHI Transportation Authority has engaged in meetings with governmental stakeholders, private businesses, property owners and BHI residents
regarding the potential acquisition of the ferry system by
the Authority. The system includes the ferry vessels, barge,
trams, terminal buildings, parking lots and related assets.
On December 8, 2020, the Authority approved the asset
purchase agreement and adopted a findings resolution required as a prerequisite for Local Government Commission
(LGC) approval of a bond sale. Then on March 22 of this
year, the Village of Bald Head Island expressed to the LGC
See Ferry, page 7A
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Brunswick County

Real estate market
continues hot streak

Photo contributed

Bumpy ride

An early morning single-car accident on North Howe Street recently resulted in minor damage to the undercarriage of the vehicle involved. According to the Southport Police Department, around 7:30 a.m. last Monday
a driver maneuvered their vehicle around construction barricades at the Howe Street sewer construction site
between Moore and Nash streets, and the vehicle ended up in a shallow pavement cut-out at the site. Contractor personnel were preparing for work and no construction machines were operating at the time. There were
no injuries, but the vehicle had to be removed from the site by a tow truck.

Ferry: county endorses Authority for ownership

County vision and values

Brunswick County Communications
Director Meagan Kascsak presented
final mission, vision and values statements for 2021-2022. Commissioners
had requested that staff review and revise the county’s mission, vision and values statements based on input provided
during the December 17, 2020, regular
meeting and the February 1 workshop.
Final statements as approved by the
board April 5 are:
• Mission: We provide the highest level
of service to support an active, dynamic
and thriving community. In cooperation

with our local and regional partners, we
collaborate to provide responsive and efficient services that support and advance
the development of our community’s
educational, recreational and economic
prosperity.
• Vision: Brunswick County is a prosperous, vibrant and forward-thinking
community that offers opportunities to
enhance and sustain the highest quality
of life for residents.
• Values:
Respect - We treat our residents and
one another with the highest regard for
dignity and
courtesy. We exemplify the dedication, efficiency, and effectiveness recognized as
exceptional
customer service qualities;
Integrity - We strive to be honest and
transparent in all that we do. We provide
accurate information and guidance to
strengthen positive relationships between residents and their county government;
Collaboration - We are open-minded and welcoming to new ideas and diverse perspectives. We engage and foster strong, long-lasting partnerships to
expand our opportunities for feedback
and representation in our decisions and
actions;
Accountability - We honor the authority entrusted to us to serve and protect
our residents and preserve our natural
and fiscal resources through ethical and
responsible stewardship.
Innovative - We are a goal oriented and

future-driven community that seeks out
thoughtful and industrious means to improve service quality and delivery both
effectively and affordably.

Executive Director Bill Early and Kevin
Lackey, Business Development Manager, provided board members a summary
of Brunswick BID’s current marketing
efforts and campaign. BID is Brunswick
County’s business and industry development initiative that encourages and
promotes development of new business
and industry. It also works for retention
of existing business and industry and
promotes industrial development and
general economic welfare of Brunswick
County.
Lackey discussed the county’s branding basics, and provided a look at marketing communication tools BID is using
- and plans to use - for various media
channels.
David Stanley, Deputy County Manager for Health and Human Services, provided a COVID-19 update for commissioners, He said the county is continuing
to work with both private and public officials to navigate the pandemic and provide relevant information to its citizens,
and noted that vaccine supplies and vaccine providers have been increasing. Individuals are encouraged to schedule
first dose vaccine appointments at county clinics as they are available.

Drug dropoff set for April 22

The next “Operation Medicine Cabinet” drug drop at
Dosher Memorial Hospital
is scheduled for Thursday,
April 22, between the hours
of 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Local residents are invited
to drop off unwanted
and expired prescription
medications at the hospital
front entrance, where law
enforcement then takes
what is collected for safe
incineration.
One of the conveniences
of this event is that it is designed so that residents can
“drive through and drop

off” without having to leave
your car.
As this spring’s dropoff
event coincides with Earth
Day, it is a timely reminder
that “flushing” unwanted
medication is not recommended.
Studies have shown that
medicines flushed down a
household drain can contaminate lakes or streams,
hurt fish and wildlife, or
potentially wind up in water
supplies.
At Dosher’s last drug
drop, in October 2019,
nearly 400 local house-

holds discarded more than
8,000 expired or unwanted
narcotic pills and nearly
1,280 milliliters of narcotic
liquids.
After a brief hiatus
from Operation Medicine
Cabinet at the onset of
the COVID pandemic last
year, Dosher welcomes
the opportunity to be able
to provide this service to
local residents again, taking
several precautions to make
the drop off process safe
for all.

New Listings
February 2021: 565
February 2020: 589
Increase/Decrease: -4.1%
Units Sold
February 2021: 467
February 2020: 352
Increase/Decrease: +32.7%
Average Sale Price
February 2021: $356,457
February 2020: $295,910
Increase/Decrease: +20.5%
Total Sales Volume
February 2021: $166,483,409
February 2020: $106,050,000
Increase/Decrease: +57%

112 Country Club Drive • Oak Island
910-278-6730 • 888-278-6730
www.ArtSkipper.com

Other presentations

Dosher Memorial Hospital

competitive as we move into
spring.”
Brunswick County saw
$166,483,409 in total sales
in February 2021, a 57%
spike over last February’s
$106,050,000. The number
of units sold jumped 32.7%,
from 352 to 467. The average
sales price increased 20.5%,
from $295,910 to $356,457,
driven in part by luxury sales.
Eight homes sold for more
than $1 million last month,
with the highest sale being
$2.4 million, and 68 homes
sold for between $500,000
and $1 million. Active listings
fell below 1,000 and the
absorption rate was under
two months.

ART SKIPPER REALTY, INC.
Large Enough To Serve You, Small Enough To Know You!

4905 E YACHT DRIVE
Oak Island

2 BR / 1 BA , 810 SQ FT home with ICW view.

Offered at $275,000.

Why advertise
in the
newspaper?
79% of adults have
taken action as a
result of seeing an ad
in a print newspaper
in the past 30 days.
If you can’t be there, we can.

®

She’s one fastball away from victory, and when
she lets it go, the crowd’s gonna go wild. But if
you can’t be there cheering in the stands, you
can still make sure that she knows you believe in
her. Farm Bureau Insurance has a wide range of
life insurance policies that can meet your family’s
needs, so you can help her feel like a winner, no
matter what happens.

www.ncfbins.com

www.stateportpilot.com

NCLFNP40531

Continued from page 1A
it was interested in acquiring the ferry
system, as opposed to having the Authority acquire it. As of March 26, the
LGC had not received a formal offer, noting that the current owner, Bald Head
Island Limited LLC, “Does not intend to
engage in negotiations with the Village.”
During the commissioners meeting,
County Attorney Bob Shaver noted in the
resolution that, in contrast to the diverse
constituency of the Authority, the permanent residents of the Village of Bald
Head Island represent less that 10-percent of annual ferry ridership.
The approved resolution stated that
Brunswick County encourages the LGC
to promptly consider and schedule the
Authority’s request for approval to proceed with acquisition and bond issue.

Last year was a record
year for Brunswick County’s
residential real estate market,
and the first two months of
2021 are outpacing that record pace. So far in 2021, the
number of units sold is up
33.5% and total sales volume
is up 60.1% compared to the
first two months of 2020.
“Our weather was cold and
dreary last month, but that
didn’t dampen Brunswick
County’s real estate market,”
said BCAR CEO Cynthia
Walsh. “In February we saw
strong increases in homes
sold, average sale prices and
total sales volume, and the
number of units sold was
higher than any single month
between January and May of
last year.
“The only decreases we saw
were in new listings and the
absorption rate, pointing to
an increasingly competitive
sellers’ market. This is evidenced by the fact that 44%
of all homes sold in February were at or above asking
price. Demand is strong, and
inventory remains as elusive
as a unicorn. We expect the
market to remain strong and
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at the Beach

Each ofﬁce independently owned and operated

6237 East Oak Island Drive • Oak Island, NC 28465
www.atthebeachnc.com • oakisland@atthebeachnc.com

Miracle Office
Children’s
Miracle Network
Hospitals
®

910-278-1950

CALL US 910-290-6699

My Goal and Promise is to provide Brunswick County with White Glove Service,
without the Overhead!
Sheri
Dickson

NC/SC Broker
Broker-in-Charge

Tim
Pittman
Broker

WATERWAY WONDER
Majestic 3/3.5 brick home on the ICW,
covered/floating dock, VIEWS! $974,900
#100232525 Call Cathy@910-523-1740

Chris
Kuhn

Broker, SPS,
e-PRO, FR, RENE

Gretchen
Peoples

Broker
GRI, RSS

Cathy
Riddle

Broker
GRI, ASR

Pinckie
Robinson

Broker
ABR, GRI, SRES

RIVER RUN WATERVIEW LOT
“RESOLUTE”
Nice .26 acre lot with a view of Lockwood
Oceanfront home with Gazebo.
Folly! Great Amenities and Gated! $55,000
Strong Rental History! $899,900
#100263005 Call Chris@910-367-3347 #100217051 Call Pinckie@910-876-7682

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Just a Little About Us!
24/7 with a LIVE Person Answering, and NEVER an
Overtime Charge
100% Drugfree and Background Check Employees
Over 34 years’ experience and Family Owned Company
We Offer Service, Maintenance, IAQ, and Replacement
100% Money-Back Guarantee

Free Diagnostics Save up to $3,223 Super Tune Up
with Same Day Repair

OVERSIZED LOT WITH A VIEW
“DELPHI”
110 SW 17th St. So many possibilities!
Beautiful Oceanfront 2 Story,
Bring your house plans!! $169,000
4Bath/3Bath. With Gazebo! $919,900
#100259368 Call Gretchen@910-279-6071 #100263642 Call Chris@910-367-3347

OAK ISLAND LOT
Beautiful lot across the street from the ICW
on the highly desirable west end! $135,000
#100250568 Call Tim@910-520-2998

on a Premier System

$79

910-290-6699 910-290-6699 910-290-6699
www.FollowtheSnowMan.com
This offer cannot be used with any other
promotion. Offer expires 4.30.21

www.FollowtheSnowMan.com
This offer cannot be used with any other
promotion. Offer expires 4.30.21

www.FollowtheSnowMan.com
This offer cannot be used with any other
promotion. Offer expires 4.30.21

