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Brayton Willis, chairman of the North Carolina Gullah Geechee Greenway/Blueway Heritage Trail Project, discusses the proposed segment of the trail to run
through Brunswick County.

Photo by Gary Pethe

Mayor Joe Pat Hatem, Mayor Pro Tem Karen Mosteller, and Alderman Lowe Davis are joined by representatives of the Southport Forestry Committee as the mayor proclaims Arbor Day to be observed April 30.

City endorses ferry purchase by Authority
Southport Board of Aldermen

By Gary Pethe
Staff Writer

The Southport Board of Aldermen at its April
8 meeting unanimously approved a resolution
supporting purchase of the Bald Head Island
ferry system by the Bald Head Transportation
Authority.
“This is something we have all supported,
including Bald Head, the county commissioners and the City of Southport,” said Southport
Mayor Joseph Hatem, MD, prior to the board
vote. “We have a vested interest in it— and
we have three people here tonight who are on
the board of the Authority who have been advocating for this. It has been four years in the
making.”
As stated in the resolution, the Bald Head
Island Village Council now wishes to purchase
the ferry system “on the basis that it exists to
serve the property owners, visitors, non-profits and businesses that compose the unique
community of Bald Head Island.” The resolution then counters that claim, noting the village council is elected by permanent residents
of the village who constitute less than 10 percent of annual ferry system ridership.
The resolution further notes “Southport continues to believe that the Authority is the best
entity to own and operate the ferry system for
the benefit of the citizens of the entire region,
including the employees and contractors who
work on Bald Head Island, most of whom live
in Southport, and for the assets of the ferry
system that are located in Southport.”
Should the Village of Bald Head Island pursue purchase of the ferry system, Southport intends to explore “acquiring and owning” that
portion of the system located within Southport
city limits, according to the resolution.
Copies of the approved document will be
supplied to the Local Government Commission, the Brunswick County Board of Commissioners and the Bald Head Island Village
Council.

improvements we have to make.”
Projects reviewed by FEMA and turned over
to the state’s emergency management division
to cut checks within the next 7-10 business
days include:
• $558,000 for debris removal;
• $51,298 for emergency protective measures;
• $3,863 for repair of Southport city buildings and equipment;
• $298,000 for restoration of electrical service;
• $92,245 for parks and recreation facilities.
Hargrove noted this project is currently moving through the FEMA process and is taking
longer because the city has applied for additional mitigation funds to help prevent damage from future storms.
Hargrove added that funding for repair of
the washout and retaining wall along Bay
Street is also pending final FEMA review. That
project should be turned over to NC emergency management for cutting a check “within the
next five business days,” he added.
The city is also expecting reimbursement for
expenses dating back nearly two years to Hurricane Dorian. According to Hargrove, Southport will soon receive $250,000 for electrical
restoration necessitated by that August 2019
hurricane.
“This is evidence that, when you follow the
process set forth by FEMA requirements, you
can get reimbursed for the work that you do—I
can’t emphasize that enough,” Hargrove summarized. He thanked city staffers who came
together “to push this through.”
He also announced that an additional
$1.2 million is in route to the city from the
American Recovery Act. It will come in two
$600,000 payments within the next 30 to 45
days to be used to mitigate any COVID-19 impacts the city has experienced. “I understand
it’s not going to be held to very strict parameters,” Hargrove added. “But we just can’t
spend it ‘willy-nilly’ either.”

Reimbursement coming

Yacht Basin recommendations

“We’ve got a lot of money coming our way,”
said Gordon Hargrove, Southport City Manager, as he updated the Board of Aldermen
on status of FEMA and state reimbursement
to Southport for repair and rebuilding costs
resulting from Hurricane Isaias in late summer 2020. He noted that nearly $1.7 million
from the general fund had to be used to cover
the costs. “So getting that money back is really
going to help us on some of the infrastructure

The Yacht Basin Overlay District Committee presented initial recommendations to the
board at the April 8 meeting. As the ad hoc
committee – formed at the request of Hatem
– wrapped up its work focusing on traffic patterns and pedestrian walkways in the popular
Yacht Basin area, co-chair Karen Mosteller,
Mayor Pro Tem, noted the group was unable
to reach a consensus regarding walkway location.

As a result, two alternative plans were presented. The main difference in the plans is the
positioning of the pedestrian walkway along
Yacht Basin Drive. Option A calls for a walkway on the “land” (East) side of Yacht Basin
Drive, while option B locates the walkway on
the “water” (West) side. According to Mosteller, because of uncertainty regarding costs,
the committee left the final decision up to the
Board of Aldermen and city staff.
She noted, however, that the committee did
agree on most other identified issues:
• Keeping Yacht Basin Drive and the adjoining block of West Bay Street (from Caswell Avenue) one way;
• Designating a five-foot wide pedestrian
walkway;
• Taking advantage of city rights-of-way
• Relocating Yacht Basin Drive consistent
with the city’s 20-foot right of way;
• Marking road surfaces to delineate pedestrian paths and traffic directions;
• Creating a raised planting bed in the triangular area beside the parallel parking spaces at the end of West Moore Street currently
marked “no parking.” This will allow for signage noting pedestrians have the right of way
to be moved closer to the traffic lane.
• Changing the speed limit to 15 MPH starting at the last block of West Bay and West
Moore Streets, and Yacht Basin Drive through
Brunswick Street;
• Adding more lighting in the area.
The committee’s final recommendations will
be presented at the May Board of Aldermen
Meeting.

City proclamations

Hatem, on behalf of the Board of Aldermen,
presented two city proclamations during the
April 8 meeting. The first was to proclaim
April 30 as Arbor Day in the city and to urge
all residents to celebrate and support efforts to
protect trees and woodlands.
“I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden
the heart and promote the well being of this
and future generations,” Hatem said. Making
the proclamation, he was joined by representatives of the Southport Forestry Committee,
as well as Mayor Pro Tem Mosteller and Alderman Lowe Davis, who are board liaisons to
the committee.
The Mayor’s second proclamation was to
recognize the week of April 5-11 as National Public Health Week. He noted the week’s
theme is “building bridges to better health.”
Additionally, the American Public Health As-

sociation, through its sponsorship of National
Public Health Week since 1955, has been educating the public, policymakers and public
health professionals about improving public
health.

“A pathway to freedom”

Brayton Willis, chairman of the North Carolina Gullah Geechee Greenway/Blueway Heritage Trail Project, presented plans for the proposed segment of the trail through Brunswick
County. This portion of the trail will run from
Southport to Navassa where it will join with
the Wilmington segment of the East Coast
Greenway. The overall East Coast trail runs
through a cultural corridor extending from
Jacksonville Florida to Jacksonville, North
Carolina. The trail is referred to as “a pathway
to freedom.”
“The corridor was created to recognize, sustain and celebrate the important contributions
made to American culture and history by African Americans, known as the Gullah Geechee,
who settled in the coastal counties of South
Carolina, Georgia, North Carolina and Florida,” Willis said.
Corridor creation will also help interpret the
story of the Gullah Geechee people and preserve their folklore, arts, crafts sand music.
Gullah Geechee sites, historical data, artifacts
and objects associated with their culture will
be identified and preserved to educate the
public, according to Willis. The corridor was
designated by an act of Congress in 2006.
“The most important part of our outreach is
to build an army of supporters that will make
this happen,” Willis concluded.

The Haven approved

Aldermen approved the preliminary plat
application for The Haven, an eight-lot subdivision on 2.89 acres at Burrington Avenue
and Leonard Street. At its March 25 meeting
the Southport Planning and Zoning Board voted to recommend approval of the preliminary
plat by the Board of Aldermen. According to
Thomas Lloyd, City Planner, departmental
staff also recommended approval.
The engineering consultant for Premier
Homes, the developer, came back to the planning board with a tree plan that saved or mitigated more trees than originally required. “All
the mitigation trees are in the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) native tree list,”
Lloyd noted. “The developer has worked in
good faith with the planning board.”

Commission approves increased passenger load
By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

At the request of the developer, the state Utilities Commission has allowed the Bald
Head Island ferry system to
resume operations at full capacity starting Tuesday.
Relaxing COVID-19 restrictions was strongly endorsed
by the village government.
Since October 2020 the ferries, which are designed for
and Coast Guard-rated for
up to 150 passengers, have
operated with a maximum
of 100 passengers. Earlier in
the pandemic, the boats ran
with no more than 75 riders.
The system has insisted that
passengers wear face masks
and tries to keep them six-feet
apart until boarding. There
are also hand-sanitizing stations.
Bald Head Island Transportation, a division of Bald
Head Island Limited, has
asked for increased capacity
three times. On Wednesday,
April 7, the developer asked
to restore full ferry capacity.

The system reported that first
quarter users during 2021
surpassed 2019, the previous
record year, and there were
61,574 riders in first-quarter
2021. March 2021 alone saw
27,156 passengers – an alltime record.
The lines can be frustratingly long - up to three to four
hours on weekends, according to the commission’s ruling. Passenger ferries generally depart every hour.
In a letter to the commission, Village Mayor Andy
Sayre said the increase was
badly needed. He stated, in
part, that vacation rentals had
never been booked as far in
advance as they are this season, and further wrote that:
• Home construction is
booming, with more than 100
associated permit inspections
last month. Nearly all of these
workers need to come early
and leave late in the day.
• The developers and village are following health
guidelines and have held an
employee vaccination clinic
for those willing to take the

Annual meeting April 29

Donvan to address BEAT

Emily Donovan, founder of Clean Cape Fear and a community leader in the fight for clean drinking water, will be the
featured speaker at BEAT’s (Brunswick Environmental Action Team) annual meeting. Join Emily via Zoom at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, April 29, for an action update in the fight against
PFAS and other forever chemicals. Go to www.bcbeat.org for
registration information.

COVID-19 immunization.
• Going into the summer
season with a limit of 100
passengers per trip would not
allow the ferry system to “adequately serve the needs of
the island.”
Meanwhile, the larger fate
of the system is unclear.
A board created by North
Carolina law more than three
years ago was scheduled to
make its purchase pitch to
state financial regulators, but
the matter was not put on the
April agenda for the second
straight month. It’s uncertain
when the proposed sale will
be reconsidered.
The Southport Board of Aldermen and the Brunswick
County Board of Commissioners have unanimously
endorsed the concept for the
Bald Head Island Transportation Authority to purchase
the ferry system after the village recently stated it wanted
to buy the system.
Southport leaders added an
important caveat: should the
village government acquire
the system, Southport wants
the chance to buy the assets
within its corporate limits.
These constitute the majority
of the system, with the Deep
Point terminal, four ferries,
a tugboat and barge, equipment yard, additional real
property and parking.
The Authority put together
a $56-million bond package
that is scored at the low end of
“investment grade,” but higher than other non-subsidized
ferry systems.

The plan includes integration of the system, flexibility
to create advance electronic ticket sales, merging the
island tram with baggage
handling and ticket sales,
and purchasing fuel forward-based on demand instead of at spot rate availability, as currently required by

the Utilities Commission.
Village spokeswoman Carin
Faulkner said that village
elected officials had not spoken with the local legislative
delegation about the possibility of changing state law to allow the municipality a chance
to buy the system.

PORTS OF CALL
“The World on your Plate”

Check our Facebook page
for specials!
Call for reservations

910-457-4544

or see our full menu and
order online at

portsofcallbistro.com
116 North Howe Street
Historic Downtown Southport

MAT TRE S S
SALE
Firm

$339

Queen Set
Twin (per set) $239
Full (per set) $279

Pillow Top

$479

Queen Set
Twin (per set) $349
Full (per set) $419
King (per set) $699

Luxury Plush
$419

Queen Set
Twin (per set) $299
Full (per set) $369
King (per set) $629
Sealy Scallop
Pearl

$649

Queen Set
Twin (per set) $469
Full (per set) $619
King (per set) $999

Bedding priced as sets. Odd prices available.

OVER 50 DIFFERENT MODELS IN STOCK TO SELECT FROM.

BED LAND
ALSO STOCKS
BEDROOM SUITES,
HEADBOARDS,
FUTONS & DAYBEDS
FOR OVER 50 YEARS,
OUR COMPANY HAS
PROVIDED QUALITY
BEDDING AT THE
LOWEST PRICES

BED LAND MATTRESS & BEDROOMS
4536 Main Street, Shallotte
(beside Wallmart)

Express Delivery Available.
Visit us at: www.bed-land.com

754-2525 • 1-800-944-4BED

STORE HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 9 – 7
Sat. 9 – 6

