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No consensus yet on 
beach improvements

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council members agree they should fund 
significant beach improvements, but there’s no apparent 
consensus yet on how much to do and precisely how to pay 
for it.

Council met January 31 with staff for a thorough review 
about beach options. Still on the table is a $1.79-million con-
tract for engineering and testing services for the next phase 
of work.

How much protection the town can afford was a frequent 
question raised  that wasn’t answered. One plan would offer 

See Oak Island, page 10A

Oak Island Council

Southport

City ponders
paid parking

Manager: rights-of-way issues
would also need to be addressed

Brunswick County coast

Wind power advocates pitch their case to the public

Let it snow

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer 

Implementing paid parking 
in Southport could require 
some intestinal fortitude on 
behalf of elected officials. 

City Manager Gordon Har-
grove introduced the pros-
pect to the Southport Board 
of Aldermen at its annual 
workshop on Jan. 11, but cau-
tioned that such a move could 
face political pushback.

Hargrove said paid parking 
is a perfect opportunity to 
earn monetize visitors to the 
community and help spare 
residents from bearing the 
burden of supporting a vi-
brant tourist population and 
the infrastructure costs asso-
ciated with it. Paid parking, 

however, has some gray areas 
that potentially could cast a 
dark cloud on the local lead-
ers who support it. 

If Southport truly intends 
to study the possibility of 
bringing paid parking to 
downtown, Hargrove said 
right-of-way encroachments 
of city-owned spots has to be 
included in the conversation. 

“We have a lot of parking 
spots in areas where people 
don’t realize that the right-
of-way belongs to the city,” 
Hargrove said. “Specifically, 
this right-of-way has been 
encroached upon with gravel 
driveways, fences, plantings 
… that sort of thing. As you all 
know, that has been a politi-
cal hot potato in the past. I 
See Southport, page 3A

Winter scene
Brunswick County saw some early 
morning snow flurries Saturday as 
temperatures dipped and a low off the 
coast sent some moisture onshore. It 
wasn’t the blizzard conditions ex-
perienced by Winter Storm Kenan 
along the northern Atlantic coast (it 
dropped two feet of snow in Boston), 
but the light dusting here did provide 
a winter wonderland and playground 
in Southport, the first snowfall in some 
time. Pictured above, Lawrence Ashley 
captured this postcard-like image at the 
Yacht Basin as snow was still falling. At 
right, Amy Ottoway captured grand-
son Jaxon Dreyer making a snow angel 
in the flakes. By noon Saturday, most of 
the snow had disappeared. More read-
er contributed photos in our Portfolio 
section.

Look closely. Can you see the wind turbines offshore? Neither can we. This image from wind energy advocates 
proclaims this is the view beachgoers would see with the turbines well offshore. Turbines would be nearly 
invisible, but other questions linger. (Photo contributed)

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

A nonprofit coalition that supports offshore wind energy set 
up multiple displays last Friday intended to show what tur-
bines might look like from Oak Island, Bald Head Island and 
Holden Beach.

The most common question from attendees was along the 
lines of, “So, where are they?”

‘Once in a generation opportunity’
Created by the British firm UNASYS, the images were de-

signed to represent what 122 turbines would look like starting 
17 nautical miles offshore. Nearly all viewers had to squint and 
move close to the 11-by-17-inch images to see anything other 
than the ocean and sky.

“This is great if this is what it really is,” said Bald Head Island 
Mayor Peter Quinn. “I feel better.”

“I don’t think, personally, that it would affect our tourism,” 
said Caswell Beach Town Commissioner Dan O’Neill. “It was 
very educational … I would be glad to hear the other side.”

Oak Island Town Council member Bill Craft said he had 
questions about wind energy but not whether the turbines 
would present an offensive view, assuming the depictions were 

See Turbines, page 7A
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Obituaries

MR. VEREEN

Wayland Fredrick 
Vereen

Wayland Fredrick Vereen, 
age 87, passed away peaceful-
ly at his home Friday, Janu-
ary 28, 2022. 

Wayland was born on Au-
gust 26, 1934, in the Maka-
toka area of North Carolina, 
near the Green Swamp. He 

graduated from Hallsboro 
High School and received an 
Associate of Science degree 
from the RCA Institute in 
New York. 

He was stationed in Korea 
while serving in the Navy 

during the Ko-
rean War and 
traveled the 
world while 
serving in the 

CIA. When he returned home 
to Brunswick County, he ran 
several small businesses, in-
cluding a Curtis Mathis TV 
Sales and Repair business, 
and Dixie LP Gas. 

In addition to his incredi-
ble work ethic, Wayland also 
believed strongly in public 
service. He was elected as a 
Brunswick County Commis-
sioner, appointed to the So-
cial Services Commission and 
Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion, and was also awarded 
the prestigious Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine award. 

He served his community 
through a variety of organi-
zations as a member of the 
VFW, the Moose Lodge, and 
as an Officer in the local Lion’s 
Club. Wayland also proud-
ly called Ocean View United 
Methodist Church his church 
home for over 50 years. 

Whether through his mil-
itary service, his businesses, 
his political service, or his 
participation in community 
organizations, Wayland’s life 
was always about serving oth-
ers. He loved nothing more 
than helping his neighbors, 
always had a smile and a 
hearty laugh, and was always 
ready for a good conversation. 

Above all, Wayland was a 
family man who adored his 
family. He was devoted to his 
wife, Linda, reminding her 
daily throughout their 44-
year marriage that she was 
the apple of his eye. He loved 
to spoil Linda and would do 
anything in the world for his 

children, Amy, Angela, and 
April. He would start every 
day asking if there was any-
thing he could do to make 
their day brighter. He opened 
his home and his heart to 
many foreign exchange stu-
dents and they, too, became 
part of his family. He had 
the incredible skill of making 
each of his many daughters 
know they were his favorite. 
He also adored spending time 
with his grandson, Malcolm 
Wayland, fishing and having 
him help him repair things 
around the house, and always 
loved the stories and laughter 
that his granddaughters, Sky-
lar and Haley, shared when 
they visited. He couldn’t have 
been prouder of his grand-
children and loved each more 
than life itself. 

Montana also held a special 
place in Wayland’s heart; he 
loved the land and the big sky, 
and he especially loved his ex-
tended Montana family that 

always welcomed him there 
as if he were home. 

Through the years, so many 
neighborhood kids passed 
through the house and Way-
land gladly welcomed them 
into his home and into his 
heart and many, like Ran-
dy Wilson and Patty Her-
man-Mays, he loved as if they 
were his own. 

Wayland is preceded in 
death by his father and moth-
er, William and Hazel Vereen; 
his sister, Joy Formy-Duval; 
and his nephew, Johnny Ver-
een III.

He is survived by his wife, 
Linda Vereen; his daughters, 
Amy Coggins, Angela Cog-
gins-McDonald, and April 
Coggins; his son-in law, Alan 
McDonald; his brother, John-
ny Vereen II; his brother-in-
law, Gene Formy-Duval; his 
grandson, Malcolm Wayland 
Coggins; his granddaughters,  
Skylar and Haley McDonald; 
his many nieces and neph-

ews; and his honorary daugh-
ters, Yuko Suenaga-Singh, 
Hannah Nilsson Holmberg 
(Sweden), Izumi Kaeriyama 
(Japan), Shinobu Suzuki (Ja-
pan), Fernanda Tambellini 
(Brazil) and Seiko Ohara (Ja-
pan). 

In line with Wayland’s 
wishes to avoid any fuss, 
there will not be any formal 
services. 

In lieu of flowers, we ask 
that you simply do a kindness 
for someone else. Wayland 
lived his life through kindness 
and we can think of no better 
way to honor his memory. 

Fond memories and ex-
pressions of sympathy may 
be shared at www.peacock-
newnamwhite.com or in the 
Facebook group Friends of 
Wayland Vereen.

Full obituary

Turbines: wind energy advocates make pitch

By Eliot Duke
Staff Writer 

The start date for the N.C. DOT Highway 211 expansion proj-
ect came and went last month, and it may be some time before 
the public sees signs of progress.

St. James Councilman Dave DeLong attended a pre-con-
struction meeting on Jan. 10 with representatives from the 
state, contractors and Barnhill Contracting Company, the 
Rocky Mount-based company charged with completing the 
project. The DOT previously announced a Jan. 24 start date for 
the project, but DeLong told the St. James Town Council at its 
work session earlier this month not to expect much for awhile. 

“Keep in mind, (Jan. 24) is when they can start work,” De-
Long said. “I doubt we’re going to see much in the way of shov-
els and front loaders and stuff like for a few months. We may 
see them pull a construction trailer in and those kinds of things. 
I don’t think we’re going to see a lot of activity yet.”

DeLong said a focus of the meeting was to get Barnhill and 
the state on the same page. Representatives at the meeting ex-
pressed similar concerns raised by contractors nationwide in 
terms of supply and demand of materials. DeLong said con-
tractors worried about getting materials in and adjusting start 
dates based on availability. The $217 million project - officially 
considered grading, drainage, paving and intelligent transpor-
tation systems - is expected to be completed by Oct. 1, 2026 
with all the landscaping work finished by May, 30, 2027.

Construction meetings will be held on the third Wednesday 
of every month, and DeLong said he expects that town repre-
sentatives ultimately will be invited to attend. Requests have 

been made to hold the meetings at the St. James Community 
Center, but DeLong assured the board Barnhill would not be 
using the area as a staging ground. 

“They’re not putting a trailer in here and they’re not going to 
be here 24/7,” said DeLong. “They were fine with that.” 

Barnhill Contracting Company is required to notify the proj-
ect engineer of any traffic pattern alterations 30 days in ad-
vance. The contractor also won’t close or narrow a traffic lane 
at Easter, all holidays during other high traffic events such as 
the King Mackerel Tournament, DeLong said. Barnhill can not 
do any work in Dutchman Creek between April 1 and Sept. 30 
of any year or cut down trees if the temperature is under 40-de-
grees. 

“I have no idea why,” DeLong said. 
DeLong submitted a list of questions he expected to hear a re-

sponse to soon. He asked about a noise study, the schedule, and 
concerns the Property Owners Association had about monu-
ments that could be in the project’s path. 

“The contractor can move whatever is there,” said DeLong. 
“The POA will have to pay attention. 

“The drawing package will undergo constant change. We’re 
going to see changes,” he said. “It all depends on what the con-
tractor wants to do. We don’t know at this point. 

DeLong added, “The Barnhill folks are very energetic about 
this. It’s a big deal for them.” 

The St. James Town Council recently approved a contract for 
its community center upgrade and parking lot renovation proj-
ect, which is not expected to be impacted by the Highway 211 
endeavor.

Not much happening on 211 project
St. James Town Council

MS. JOHNSON

Patricia Ann
French Johnson

Patricia Ann French John-
son, age 82, of Oak Island   
went home to be with her 
Lord on January 26, 2022. 

She was born March 24, 
1939, in new Kensington 
Pennsylvania, to the late Rog-
er E. French and Florabelle 
Walker French.

Patricia earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education from 
Clarion State University in 
Pennsylvania before continu-
ing on to earn her Master’s 
Degree at Indiana University 
Pennsylvania.  While attend-
ing college Patricia was a 
member of the Zeta Tau Al-
pha sorority and Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society Internation-
al. 

Patricia was a retired el-
ementary school teacher, 
having primarily taught ele-
mentary and middle school 
in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

She was a member of the 
NEA and PSEA. 

After retiring from teach-
ing, Patricia moved to Oak Is-
land in 1997. She belonged to 
the Brunswick Chapter of the 
National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution and 
was a member of the Evan-
gelical Presbyterian Church 
of Oak Island. She was also 
a member of the Red Hat 
Society, the Oak Island Elks 
Lodge, and the Oak Island 
Moose Lodge. 

Some of her favorite things 
to do were to sit on the beach, 
spend time with her beloved 
Westies and her granddaugh-
ters, visit Walt Disney World, 
and travel to Aruba each year. 
Patricia will be deeply missed 
by her family and the many 
friends she made over the 
years.

In addition to her parents, 
Patricia is preceded in death 
by her brothers William, Rob-
ert, and Roger French; her 
former husband, Raymond 
Johnson; and her daughter, 
Heather Wolosyn. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Jennifer (Ron-
ald) Weathers of Columbia, 
Maryland; and her son, Scott 
Johnson of Oak Island, North 
Carolina; as well as her three 
granddaughters, Kaitlin and 
Shannon Weathers, and Mel-
anie Wolosyn. 

Peacock - Newnam & White 
Funeral and Cremation Ser-
vice, Southport, North Caro-
lina.

Full obituary

MR. WHITING

John Harold
Whiting

John Harold Whiting 
passed away peacefully on 
January 25, 2022, surround-
ed by his family.

He was born on May 18, 
1933, in Wakefield, Rhode 
Island.

John spent many of his 
teenage years working in his 
father Berry Whiting’s Wake-

field Diner. 
He left high 
school ear-
ly to enlist in 
the U.S. Navy 

during the Korean War, serv-
ing at Quonset Point Rhode 
Island and NAS Brunswick in 
Maine.

After leaving the service 
John completed his under-
graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island and 
graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut where 
he majored in English. He 
met his wife, Patricia, while 
attending the University of 
Rhode Island.

John began his teaching ca-
reer at Rhode Island College. 

He then taught at Radford 
University before moving to 
SUNY Orange in New York. 
John spent 30 years at SUNY 
Orange where he began as an 
English Professor and retired 
as Vice President of Academ-
ic Affairs. John was an avid 
reader of poetry and author of 
many published poems.

His true passion was the 
history of movie films. While 
at SUNY Orange, he intro-
duced a film studies curricu-
lum. He completed a master’s 
degree in Film History from 
New York University. He also 
contributed movie reviews 
to the local newspaper, The 
Times Herald Record. Upon 
retirement, John was award-
ed the title of Professor Emer-
itus.

John and his wife moved to 
St. James in 1999. He thor-
oughly enjoyed playing with 
the 9-holers.

He was well known for his 
film history presentations at 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
and with the Friends of the 
Library Southport & Oak Is-
land.

He is survived by Patricia, 
his loving wife of 65 years; 
his sons, Michael (Cather-
ine) and Jeffrey (Jennifer) 
and daughter, Johanna (Da-
vid); grandsons, Brandon, 
Dawson, and Dylan; and two 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Whiting Sr.; broth-
er, Harold Jr.; and grandso, 
Robert.

John’s celebration of life 
service will be held on Satur-
day, February 5 at 11:00 a.m. 
at St. Peter Lutheran Church 
in Southport. 

Full obituary
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Photos by Lee Hinnant
Members of the Southeastern Wind Coalition speak with local residents and elected officials at Southport’s 
Community Building.

Continued from page 1A
accurate.

“What I saw was six pictures with the ocean and a beautiful 
blue sky and nothing else,” Craft said. As for wind energy in 
general, “I still don’t have an opinion,” he said.

“We tried to show what they would look like on a typical sum-
mer day,” said Katherine Kollins, president of the Southeastern 
Wind Coalition. The images assume the turbines are 524 feet 
tall at the center of the blade housing, called a nacelle.

Jaime Simmons, program manager for the coalition, said 
modern turbines are designed to withstand a direct hit from 
a category 4 hurricane. Turbine construction in the Wilming-
ton East area could also involve improvements to the ports at 
Wilmington and Morehead City, she said.

“This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity that North Caro-
lina is poised to capture,” said Simmons.

Appearance only one concern
The appearance of the turbines is only one concern shared 

by local residents. Veteran charter fishing captain John Dosher 
said he wondered whether the generators and electric trans-
mission cables could affect fish and fish migration patterns.

“Is it going to be a fish magnet or a fish deterrent?” asked fish-
ing captain Cane Faircloth, leader of the Lockwood Inlet Asso-
ciation. He said anglers have a lot of questions and also wonder 
whether the turbines might lead to increased energy prices.

The first offshore turbines in the United States went into ser-
vice in 2016 in the Northeast. They are as close as three miles 
from the shore. A 2019 study by the University of Rhode Island 
found tourism occupancy rates increased 19-percent percent in 
the peak of summer after the wind farm - called Block Island - 
began operations.

On January 27, the board of directors for the Wilmington 
Chamber of Commerce passed a resolution supporting contin-

ued exploration of the plan for offshore wind leases, tentatively 
scheduled to start in May.

The Southeastern Wind Coalition’s study stated that when 
operating, wind turbines in North Carolina have the potential 
to create 723 full-time, permanent jobs and generate $4.5-bil-
lion in annual revenue.

According to federal officials with the Bureau of Ocean Ener-
gy Management, the 127,865-acre lease area off the Brunswick 
County coast has the potential to generate 1.5-gigawatts of elec-
tricity, enough to power more than 500,000 homes. 

The coalition noted that wind energy is most reliable in win-
ter mornings and summer afternoons, when the demand for 
electricity is typically the highest.


